Invasive aspergillosis complicating induction chemotherapy of childhood leukaemia.
Two children with acute leukaemia developed histologically confirmed invasive aspergillosis within 2 weeks after onset of polychemotherapy. One child had received only prednisone and one pulse of vincristine and daunorubicin before. This child showed classical roentgenographic signs of aspergilloma following an upper pulmonary lobe infiltration. The second patient developed caecal aspergillosis obscured by clinical signs of appendicitis. He died of disseminated aspergillosis several weeks later in spite of systemic antifungal therapy. Both case reports illustrate that the possibility of invasive aspergillosis must also be expected in young patients soon after onset of induction chemotherapy.